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Calendar highlights: 

 

Tuesday,  July 1 

 7 pm: Vestry Task Force 

Tuesday,  July 15 

 7 pm: Vestry Meeting 

Thursday,  July 24 

 7 pm: Men’s Fellowship 

Tuesday,  July 29 

 6:30 pm: Women’s Spirituality 

Friday,  July 25 

 7 pm: Music Theatre Camp 

Friday,  Aug 1 

 7 pm: Music Theatre Camp 
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Fr. Steve on Stewardship  

 Stewardship is the sharing of our time, tal-

ent and treasure that enables St. Andrew’s to live out our mission within and 

outside of our church walls. We witness this every Sunday whenever the choir 

sings, the band plays, the lectors read, the acolytes serve, the vergers lead, the 

altar guild sets and cleans up, the ushers guide, the flower guild arranges, 

Kenny and Lillian cook and the Sunday school teachers inspire! These people 

regularly give of their time and talent to make our Sunday services happen! 

 We also need the lights on, the heat or air conditioning running, the car-

pets vacuumed, our staff paid, the parking lot plowed and paved, insurance 

policies in force, our bulletins copied, 

outreach delivered and of course the 

buildings maintained. Treasure is 

needed for all of these things. Stew-

ardship, therefore, is a year-round 

ministry that involves everyone.  

Everything we do at St. Andrew’s is 

 (continued on Page 10)  

Warden’s Corner 

Our Children: St.Andrew’s Is Always Home 

    I can’t help but feel reflective.  As I write this, my youngest daughter 

graduated high school just days ago.  The plan is for her to 

work this summer, spend time with her friends, and prepare 

to leave for college in mid-August.  This is a good plan.  It is 

what is “supposed to happen.”  She has two older sisters 

who have gone before her.  Then why do I feel so strange?  

I’m wondering if I have done enough for her, or her sisters, 

to prepare them for what is to come. 

How can she possibly remember all the things I 

taught her, and all the things I meant to teach her?    (continued on Page 2)  

Summer 

 Service Times 

We are now following our 

summer schedule: one ser-

vice on Sunday at 9. Five 

services on Saturday at 5.   

See page 11! 
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Warden’s Corner (continued from Page 1) 

 

Have we taught them enough?  Are they prepared?  Do they know how to do laundry?  Balance a checkbook?  

Change a tire?  Be safe in social situations?  All of these very practical skills we, as parents, have been work-

ing on for years.  But what about her spiritual side?  Will she be grateful for all that God has given her? In 

times of trouble, will she know that God is watching over her?  That He has a plan?  Will she turn to Him 

when she needs Him? Will she seek solace in the company of other Christians?  I don’t know if she is pre-

pared.  

Some days I think that prayer was meant for parents of teenagers.  There have been days I feel like as 

soon as they walk out the door, they are in God’s hands.  Talk about testing my faith.  

My girls began school at an Episcopal Church preschool.  The nurturing preschool teachers and direc-

tor of the school helped all of us parents through those early years of parenting, trying to figure out if our 

kids were typical, or late reaching milestones, or if they possibly excelled at something.  Could you excel at 

finger painting?  Really?  I think back to all of those concerns, and, of course, chuckle.  I have learned that 

with bigger kids, come bigger problems.  And I am learning that no matter what the age, I am always the par-

ent.  And what worries me worries me, no matter where my child is living.  

I remember when my girls were young, before we had moved to Madison, I looked at the well-spoken 

teenagers involved in church.  They were the kids you wanted as babysitters, they were the ones who helped 

out at the church functions, looking so confident.  I remember saying to our priest at the time, I hope my kids 

turn out as nice as those kids.  He looked square at me and said, “Bring them to church.”  What an obvious 

statement.  But one that needed to be said.  And I followed his advice, as much as I could.  There are always 

so many reasons for them not to come to church.  There are sleepovers, and sports, and homework, and bake 

sales, and any number of activities that take place on Sunday morning, invading the time that used to be set 

aside for family worship.   There were the times they would say, “Why do we have to go to church?” and my 

response was, “It is what our family does.”  Such creative parenting on my part. 

St. Andrew’s recognized our graduating high school seniors a few days ago.  We celebrated Cassie, 

Nathan, Lizzie, Brian, Makayla, Gabriel, Sarah, Andrew, Kathleen, Aimee, Meggie, and Andrew.  They are an 

accomplished group, and we, as a Parish, have watched them grow.  They have known each other and us 

through Sunday School, Choir Camps, VBS, Youth Group, Acolyting, weeks at Camp Washington, H.O.M.E. 

trips, Dominican mission trips, babysitting, building, and walking for hunger.  These activities have prepared 

them for the next step in their spiritual life, one away from St. Andrew’s.  They will find other churches, 

maybe other religions that they may discuss and explore.  They will meet many people outside of their faith.  

I want my children to discover the world and be challenged by their own faith.  But I also want them to know 

that St. Andrew’s is a home, their home, where they are always welcome.  We want our children to know that 

the people of St. Andrew’s will pray for them, and support them in any and every way that we can.  I have 

faith that we have given them all they need.  

 

      Laura Downs 

       Junior Warden 
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Faces of our Faith: Helen Kitzman 

I am a lifelong “churched” Episcopalian. In the college town in central Illinois 

where I grew up, weekly church was not an option. During the 50s, before the days of 

seatbelts, seven of us squeezed tightly in our neighbor’s sedan and drove across town 

each Sunday to church. In my college days in a Massachusetts village, I was active in 

the off-campus Episcopal group that discussed the “Historical Jesus” each Friday over 

casserole dinners and worshipped each Sunday in nearby All Saints Church. In gradu-

ate school, as so many other students in those tumultuous years of the late 60s, I grew 

away from the church, but never my faith. With a young son in my professional years 

in New Orleans, I went back to church each Sunday, and I have never left. 

Why is Sunday church so important to me? Now in retirement, I spend time with the Lord daily in 

morning devotional reading and prayer. I certainly feel God near in many other places – forests, lakes, 

mountains – all the usual spots that we find restful in the great outdoors. And I relish periods of contempla-

tion during times of spiritual retreat. But church each week remains a special time.  Why?  First, I am 

blessed as an Episcopalian, for in its churches wherever I may journey, the Book of Common Prayer greets 

me with the age-old prayers that resonate with memories of my past as I recite them. And then there is the 

spirit of Christian community that hovers and hums around the pews and altar.  There is the joy of joining 

together to sing the hymns, hear and respond to the Scripture, listen to the words of faith spoken in the ser-

mons, and ultimately joining with my Christian community in partaking of the Lord’s Supper.  Watching 

families grow and change over the years reminds me of the finite number of days we have to build together 

a Heaven on Earth in the larger community that awaits us outside the church doors. Finally, for me Sunday 

church is a comforting end to the work week just past, and a joyful beginning to the new world that will 

begin tomorrow.  

Tell Your Friends About Our Contemporary Music!  

 

 St. Andrew’s has a unique and vibrant music program.  The highlight of the pro-

gram is the music at our Sunday contemporary service.  Fr. Steve, the vestry and the mu-

sic committee are confident that many people in Madison and the surrounding towns 

would enjoy the music and enjoy worshiping with us.  So spread the word and invite 

your friends!   

 To this end Steve Van Ness has offered to develop a marketing plan for this ser-

vice, which will take place at 10:15 in the fall, so that we may promote it to our larger 

shoreline community.   Contact him if you wish to help or have ideas to contribute. 
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 Fall Service Schedule: 8:30 and 10:15 
 

 Thanks to all who participated in our recent survey about our Sunday service times.  The coordinating 

committee reviewed the results and after thoughtful conversation made a recommendation to the vestry 

about making some changes to our Sunday service times.  Our vestry reviewed the recommendations at their 

meeting on June 17 and approved the following schedule beginning Sunday, September 7: 

 • We will keep the 8:30 am traditional Sunday service as it has been this past year 

 • Sunday school will begin at 9:30 am and end by 10:10 am 

 • The contemporary service will start at 10:15 am and will be shortened to 45 minutes so that it will 

conclude by 11:00 am. This family friendly service will have two children’s sermons per month.  

  The vestry will review this schedule again in early 2015 to assess how everything is going and deter-

mine if any further modifications need to be made.  

  Please keep in mind that it is a challenge to revise service times to meet everyone’s expectations. We 

are doing our best to respond to all the input we have received and we ask for your patience and understand-

ing especially if your top preference for times and format were not selected.  

  It is our hope that these two distinct services will provide everyone in our parish family an opportu-

nity to participate in our communal worship life.  

  I want to thank our survey committee members: Michael Greene, Lynn Milner, Mark Getchell, Re-

becca Rastetter, Susan Miller and Lucinda Embersits for all their hard work in creating, administering and 

evaluating this survey!  
 

 
Results of May Service Time Survey      

       

1. How often do you attend services or participate in 
other parish activities?  

3. When would you prefer Children's Church School to be 
held?  

 
Number of 
Responses 

 Response 
Ratio   Before your chosen service  6 8% 

Once a month or less 8 11%  During your chosen service with the  17 23% 

2-3 times a month 28 37%  After your chosen service  2 3% 

4 or more times a month  39 51%  I/We do not have children attending  48 65% 

No Responses  1 1%  No Responses  1 1% 

Total  76 100%  Total  74 100% 

       

2. Which service type and time would you prefer? (select 
one)   

4. Would you attend any of the following services if occa-
sionally offered? (select as many as you like ) 

8:00am  5 7%  Saturday Service 5:00pm 41 69% 

8:30am  13 18%  Sunday Service 5:00pm 12 20% 

9:00am  24 32%  Sunday Compline 5:00pm 6 10% 

10:00am  20 27%  Total  59 100% 

10:30am  10 14%     

11:00am  1 1%  5. Please let us know any comments you have related to 
service time and any suggestions you have that might help 
us grow our parish.   There were 27 responses. 

No Responses  1 1%  

Total  74 100%  
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Anita Spear Named Director of PreSchool 

  Anita Spear has been serving as the Interim Preschool Director since 

January while still maintaining her position as the lead teacher.  She was named 

Director in June and a new lead teacher was hired who will begin in September.  

 Born and raised in Rhode Island, Anita attended The Community Col-

lege of Rhode Island plus the University of Rhode Island and Providence Col-

lege. She holds an Associate of Science degree in Early Childhood Education 

along with a minor in Psychology. Anita taught at Brown University preschool 

for many years. In addition, she has directed several daycare centers in Con-

necticut and welcomes the warm and inviting atmosphere here at St. Andrew's 

preschool and church. In her spare time Anita enjoys boating with her husband 

Nate, two beautiful daughters Nadine and Jackie, along with their yellow Lab-

rador Rosco.  Congratulations Anita! 
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 New Families Gather for Dinner and Fellowship  

  On Sunday, June 8 the welcoming committee hosted a delicious dinner for families and indi-

viduals who have started attending St. Andrew’s in the last year or two.  Nine adults and four children joined 

the event coordinators, some vestry members and staff for a delicious meal and wonderful conversation!  It 

was a delightful evening and we all learned something about each other and our parish community.  

  These dinners are a great way to meet people and find out about our communal life. If you haven’t 

attended one of these gatherings, we will be holding another one sometime in the spring of 2015, more details 

to follow in the coming months.  

  We also will be inviting all new people who have not yet done so to participate in a public ceremony 

officially welcoming them into our parish family. This will occur during our service on St. Andrew’s Day, 

which is November 23, 2014. 

  A special thank you to our dinner coordinators – Debbie Ferrigno, Jenny Gerst, Alice Hencir, Chris 

Abbott and Rosie Price – for all their hard work in organizing this event!  

Connecticut Diocese Changes Its Name 

Following nearly a year-long study of our common identity as Episcopalians in Connecticut today—

which included interviews, data gathering and analysis, and conversations with Episcopalians across — the 

Episcopal Church in Connecticut, formerly the Episcopal Diocese of Connecticut, has taken a new name and  

launched its new brand identity. This new name and identity attempt to express who we are as the Body of 

Christ and how we're engaging God's mission here and now.   

  Currently the creative team is working on developing a style guide for use of the brand identity ele-

ments, and will begin to develop products such as stationery, business cards, email newsletter templates, so-

cial media icons, forms and certificates, and more. When the graphic elements and the style guide are com-

plete, these will be available online for parishes and other organizations in the Episcopal Church in Connecti-

cut through our diocesan website.  

 

  For details about the branding elements, and the process visit the diocese’s website: 

www.ctepiscopal.org. 
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Reflections on Normandy: Sacrifice for Freedom 

 During a recent visit to France, I had the opportunity to visit Normandy and the memorial sites in-

volved in the D-Day events.  I am so grateful to have visited these sites with my French friend as it definitely 

enhanced the experience.  Watching as we left each memorial with reddened eyes, and listening to her words 

of "we can never forget what your country did for us" left no doubt in my mind the French appreciate the sac-

rifice and courage of those young Americans who left their homes and families for distant shores to sacrifice 

for a people they did not know so that "Freedom" might prevail.  This has been an especially good time to be 

here as new memorials have been added, and those that were here, greatly enhanced in commemoration of 

the 70th Anniversary of D-Day.     

  All of the towns are decorated with flags steaming from their homes and shop windows all displaying 

photos and posters commemorating the event. 

  To say that these memorials and sites are "moving" would be an understatement.  The large memorial 

at Caen, the visitor centers at Pointe du Hoc and the American Cemetery, tell a very personal story of the 

events of that time.  Clearly I had "no idea."  Sure, I had learned of D-Day but until I faced in person the de-

tails of that fateful day, and walked on these sites, my level of appreciation for what occurred was under-

stated at best.  I wish that every American could share this experience so that they too could appreciate the 

patriotism, courage, and sacrifice our young men made.  I fear that for many in our country today, that level 

of Patriotism does not exist.  For those who think the French don't like Americans, or don't appreciate what 

was done, they need only be here to realize the truth.  I have never felt prouder to be an American!  Certainly 

the French are assuring that the memories will not fade, as the sites were filled with school children and their 

teachers there to witness, hear, and learn of "the story."  I can't say enough about how well these sites have 

been preserved, and the story told.  I am grateful that through photos we have taken and images that are now 

imprinted on my mind, I can share with my children and grandchildren this very special story so that they 

too will understand the sacrifice that was made so that we might all be free.   
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 Buildings & Grounds Needs You! 

 You might have noticed that St. Andrew's building and grounds needs some tender loving care.  Since 

we cannot afford to pay for a professional cleaning service nor can we pay for beautification of our grounds, 

the building and Grounds Committee is asking our Parishioners for some help. 

Here are some examples of projects we need to complete: 

• Power washing, scraping and painting the parking lot side of the Church office.  

• Clean and organize the kitchen. 

• Bathrooms are in need of a thorough cleaning. 

• Attending to the gardens, weeding, mulch and planting some annuals 

Please contact the Building and Grounds Committee chair, Alan Miller, at milleralanc@comcast.net 

Update on Parish Goals 

  

Last month our Warden, Kristen Garnett reported on our parish goals. Our vestry approved three 

broad goals: 

• Renew St. Andrew’s focus on love, diversity, family and community 

• Feed our hunger for a deeper spiritual life 

• Revamp our organizational structure in order to share better the work of running St. Andrew’s to-

gether.  

Since approving these goals, vestry members have gathered once a month in addition to our regular 

meeting in order to develop our action steps, priorities and ways to measure our progress.  Our next meeting 

to continue this work is Tuesday, July 1 at 7:00 pm.  

We hope to have more information about this in the August Messenger.  As always, vestry meetings 

are open to everyone in the parish so please feel free to attend any of these planning sessions or our regular 

summer vestry meetings which are scheduled for July 15 and August 19 at 7:00 pm. 
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Men’s Group to Discuss “I Am” 

 In July the Men’s Spirituality/Fellowship group will meet and discuss the 

moving documentary I Am written and directed by Tom Shadyac.  Shadyac di-

rected comedy films Ace Ventura and Bruce Almighty, but in 2007 he had a bike 

accident and suffered a severe head injury followed by post-concussion syn-

drome, which kept him isolated for months.  During this period, when he con-

templated dying, he concluded, “the world I was living in was a lie and the 

game I had won at, which I thought would heal the world, might very well be 

what was destroying it.”  So he began a journey to make a film exploring two 

questions: What’s wrong with the world? And what can we do about it?  The 

film combines some fascinating science—cooperation not competition is a basic 

law of nature that insures the survival of all species, unseen and unexplained 

forces connect us in ways we are just beginning to identify—with some conven-

tional truths—wealth is not linked to happiness, each of us makes a difference, 

we need to take better care of each other and the natural world, we need to act to bring about change.  So 

what’s wrong with the world? “I Am” says theologian G. K. Chesterton, but Shadyac concludes with the 

hope that in the future the question will be ”What’s right with the world?”  And the answer will be: “I am.” 

 All St. Andrew’s men are welcome to the men’s group, which normally meets on the fourth Thursday 

evening of the month. The July meeting will take place at 7 on July 24.  For further information contact John 

Armstrong, JohnMitchellArmstrong@gmail.com. 

 Women’s Spirituality Book Club 

  The Women's Spirituality Book Group will be discussing the novel A Fall 

of Marigolds by Susan Meissner on Tuesday, July 29 starting at 6:30 in Classroom 1. 

The novel tells the tale of two women, Clara and Taryn, separated by a century in 

time but linked by a gorgeous scarf. Both women had to work through mind-

numbing grief after losing the love of their life, Clara in a 1911 fire in a New York 

factory, and Taryn in the collapse of the World Trade Center.  Both women learn 

that the weight of the world is made bearable by the love we give away. The book 

is available in hardback or in a Kindle version from Amazon.  Please RSVP to Re-

becca Rastetter (rebeccarastetter@comcast.net) by July 22 and let her know if you 

need childcare. 

mailto:JohnMitchellArmstrong@gmail.com
mailto:rebeccarastetter@comcast.net
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  Finance Committee Report and Financial Update  
 

  May 2014 Monthly Income Year-To-Date  YTD Budget 
Annual 

Budget  
 

  
Total Pledges 17,381       90,002 114,917 275,800  

 

Transfer from     

Endowment 1,698 8,492 8,492 20,380  

 FundRaisers 1,096 14,108 10,417 25,000  

  Other Income 600 5,165 2,083 5,000  

  Total Income 20,775 117,767 135,908 326,180  

             

  Expenses 24,796 131,277 135,908 326,180  

             

  Difference -4,021 -13,510 0 0  

Stewardship  (continued from Page 1) 

 

done by us and paid for by us. We share our resources of time, talent and treasure so that our parish family 

may live, worship and serve together in this place. All that we have is a gift from God, and these gifts that we 

share support the vital work we are called to do.  

As we grow in our understanding of what it means to be a faithful steward, we will experience new 

connections with God and each other. As Christians we are encouraged to transform the world through our 

generosity and service. When we strive to do this, we discover that the practice of stewardship changes us in 

very real ways.  

Last month our vestry decided to enhance our parish stewardship awareness. Over the next several 

months we are going to be talking with everyone in the parish about stewardship and how each of us may be 

involved. We are going to invite you to reflect upon the blessings God has bestowed upon you and then ask 

you how you may give some of these gifts of time, talent and treasure back to support our ministries here.  

By Pledge Sunday in November, everyone will have the opportunity to complete and turn in a Time, 

Talent and Treasure card indicating how you will share your gifts. This year we will collect and record the 

information on the cards rather than burn them as a sacrificial offering as we have done the past few years. 

This will help us plan our budget and activities for 2015. 

We look forward to deepening our stewardship journey of faith together over the coming months and 

years. Thank you for being part of our parish family! 

 



Box of Links  

 

 Worldwide Anglican  

Communion 
The National Church 

www.episcopalchurch.org  

The Diocese of Connecticut   

www.ctdiocese.org 

 

St. Andrew’s Church 
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 Summer Schedule 

Day Date Time Description 

Sunday June 22  8:30  am 

10:00 am 

Traditional spoken service, no music 

Parish picnic—contemporary service at Surf Club 

Saturday June 28 5:00 pm Contemporary service in outdoor Chapel 

Sunday June 29 9:00 am Traditional service 

Sunday July 6 9:00 am Traditional service 

Saturday July 12 5:00 pm Contemporary service in outdoor Chapel 

Sunday July 13 9:00 am Traditional service 

Saturday July 19 5:00 pm Contemporary service in outdoor Chapel 

(a potluck BBQ will follow after this service) 

Sunday July 20 9:00 am Traditional service 

Sunday July 27 9:00 am Traditional service 

Sunday August 3 9:00 am Traditional service 

Saturday August 9 5:00 pm Contemporary service in outdoor Chapel 

Sunday August 10 9:00 am Traditional service 

Sunday August 17 9:00 am Contemporary service 

Saturday August 23 5:00 pm Contemporary service in outdoor Chapel 

(a potluck BBQ will follow after this service) 

Sunday August 24 9:00 am Traditional service 

Sunday August 31 9:00 am Contemporary service 

http://www.standrewsschoolct.org/
http://www.standrewsmadison.org/ncalendar.html
http://www.anglicancommunion.org/
http://www.anglicancommunion.org/
http://www.episcopalchurch.org/
http://www.ctdiocese.org
http://www.standrewsmadison.org/
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Come Worship with Us on Sundays 

All are welcome! 

Services at 8:30 and 10:30 

Summer Service at 9:00 

 

OUR MISSION:  

To deepen faith and trans-

form the world as Christ 

calls us through joyful wor-

ship, music, study and ser-

vice to others.  

 


